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> QUICK LINKS < 

Center on Capital & Social Equity - www.inequalityink.org 

News, Events & Opinions – Feb. 10 - March 9, 2023 

Click here to follow on Twitter 

 

 
 

 

 

March 3, 2023 

East  Palest ine needs help,  but  another PPP isn’t  the 
answer -  Washington Examiner  op -ed  

"As the White House considers possible economic aid for East Palestine residents, 

the PPP model should be scrapped along with the wrecked Norfolk Southern railway 

cars. While it might be a boon for bankers administering the so-called loans, a PPP-

style approach has proven prone to fraud and poor targeting and would miss 

altogether many people needing assistance." 

_____ 

February 2023 

What can tr i ll ions in Covid stimulus spending 
teach us in preparing to head off a future financial 

disaster? 

https://www.inequalityink.org/#links
http://www.inequalityink.org/
https://twitter.com/kpolzer1
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/faith-freedom-self-reliance/east-palestine-needs-help-but-another-ppp-isnt-the-answer
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/faith-freedom-self-reliance/east-palestine-needs-help-but-another-ppp-isnt-the-answer
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2023/03/01/east-palestine-economic-aid-biden/
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Was%20Covid%20stimulus%20spending%20justified%20and%20fair%20-%20what%20about%20next%20time%20-%20Feb%202023%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Was%20Covid%20stimulus%20spending%20justified%20and%20fair%20-%20what%20about%20next%20time%20-%20Feb%202023%20.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Was%20Covid%20stimulus%20spending%20justified%20and%20fair%20-%20what%20about%20next%20time%20-%20Feb%202023%20.pdf
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News, Events & Opinions 

 

Israeli reserve soldiers, veterans and activists protest outside the Supreme Court in 

Jerusalem, 2/10/2023. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90) 

A mass wave of  Israeli  army refus al  could be a  
transformative moment -  +972 

 "Civ i l  res istance against the government has  put  the 
Israel i  mil i tary in an unparalleled cr is is ,  presenting an 

opportunity for  those f ighting apartheid ."  

__________ 

A couple perspectives on babies and the economi c 
bathwater  in  China:  

 

https://www.972mag.com/israeli-army-refusal-civil-resistance/
https://www.972mag.com/israeli-army-refusal-civil-resistance/
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China’s  collapsing birth and marriage rates reflect a 
people’s  deep pessimism -  Nicholas 

Eberstadt/AEI/WaPost  

 

 

China and the ‘experts’  -  Michael  Roberts  

__________ 

“Eye-popping” executive salaries led  these hospitals to 
lose their  property tax benefits  -  Lown Inst itute  

_____ 

Hospital Raises Prices if You Are Uninsured - 
Dr. Eric Bricker/AHealthcareZ 

Another  example of  how US hospitals  gouge uninsured 
patients and those without the power,  knowledge,  
connections ,  or money to  push back.  

__________ 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/28/behind-china-collapse-birth-marriage-rates/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/28/behind-china-collapse-birth-marriage-rates/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/28/behind-china-collapse-birth-marriage-rates/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2023/03/05/china-and-the-experts/
https://lowninstitute.org/eye-popping-executive-salaries-led-these-hospitals-to-lose-their-property-tax-benefits/
https://lowninstitute.org/eye-popping-executive-salaries-led-these-hospitals-to-lose-their-property-tax-benefits/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7hqEeFAAtQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7hqEeFAAtQ
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L a b o r ’ s  S tr u g gl e  Wi t h  A n t i - M o n o p o l y  -  Am er i c a n P r o s pe c t  

_____ 

Summer Lee Mocks AFL -CIO Chapter  -  3  Mil l ion French 
Workers Str ike  -  French-owned Company Unionbusts Va.  

Bus  Drivers  -  Payday Report  

_____ 

One of  US’s  Largest Publ ic  Univers it ies  Could See F irst  
Str ike in I ts  257 Years -  truthout  

_____ 

300,000 federal  workers confront Canad a’s  union-backed 
Liberal  government in  struggle for  real -terms pay 

increases -  WSWS  

__________ 

France comes to a standsti l l  as  l iv id workers protest  plan  
to increase ret irement age -  CBC  

__________ 

Dear  Sens .  King and Cass idy:  Before you f inal ize  your 
Social  Security reform plan please read this :  

 "A Widening Gap in Life  Expectancy Makes Raising 
Social Security’s  Retirement Age a Particularly Bad 
Deal for  Low-Wage Earners"  -  Karl  Polzer/Society 

of Actuaries  

_____ 

Why is  l i fe  expectancy in the US lower than in  other  r ich 
countr ies?  -  Our  World in Data  

https://prospect.org/labor/2023-02-28-airline-unions-anti-monopoly/
https://paydayreport.com/summer-lee-mocks-afl-cio-chapter-3-million-french-workers-strike-french-owned-company-unionbusts-va-bus-drivers/
https://paydayreport.com/summer-lee-mocks-afl-cio-chapter-3-million-french-workers-strike-french-owned-company-unionbusts-va-bus-drivers/
https://paydayreport.com/summer-lee-mocks-afl-cio-chapter-3-million-french-workers-strike-french-owned-company-unionbusts-va-bus-drivers/
https://truthout.org/articles/one-of-uss-largest-public-universities-could-see-first-strike-in-its-257-years/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=3b480aab-1809-438b-8f6e-c711141c4bdd
https://truthout.org/articles/one-of-uss-largest-public-universities-could-see-first-strike-in-its-257-years/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=3b480aab-1809-438b-8f6e-c711141c4bdd
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/03/08/tvhd-m08.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/03/08/tvhd-m08.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/03/08/tvhd-m08.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/france-nationwide-strikes-pensions-1.6770345
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/france-nationwide-strikes-pensions-1.6770345
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/ITPI0820_hi%20Res_polzer_modified.pdf
https://ourworldindata.org/us-life-expectancy-low
https://ourworldindata.org/us-life-expectancy-low
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_____ 

A bipartisan group of Senators  is  talking about  rais ing 
the retirement age on Social  Security  -  Semafor  

As Social  Securi ty  reform talks heat up,  changes to the 
retirement age,  payroll  tax  may be on the table  -  CNC  

__________ 

Biden to tax h igh -earners  to  save Medicare -  Reuters  

Biden to unvei l  plan avert ing Medicare funding cr is is ,  
chal lenging GOP -  WaPost  

"The White House wou ld raise taxes  on high earners and 
reduce government payments for  some prescr iption drugs 

in a  bid to  keep the program stable ."  

_____ 

CRFB Welcomes Plan to Put  Medicare Solvency  On the Table  

__________ 

What Income Level Is  Consider ed Middle Class in  Your 
State? -  msn 

__________ 

The Gospel of Deglobalization:  What’s the 
Cost of a Fractured World Economy? 

- Raghuram Rajan/Foreign Affairs  

"Deglobal izat ion is  well  underwa y. . .but  the costs  of  giving 
up on global izat ion  are immense and wil l  be  borne 
disproportionately  by . . .people who l ive outside the 

developed world ,  the  young,  and future generat ions ."  

https://www.semafor.com/article/02/27/2023/a-bipartisan-group-of-senators-are-talking-about-raising-the-retirement-age-on-social-security
https://www.semafor.com/article/02/27/2023/a-bipartisan-group-of-senators-are-talking-about-raising-the-retirement-age-on-social-security
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/retirement/as-social-security-reform-talks-heat-up-changes-to-the-retirement-age-payroll-tax-may-be-on-the-table/ar-AA18dvft?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=4aae223d184e407aaa39f012b327165f&ei=7
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/retirement/as-social-security-reform-talks-heat-up-changes-to-the-retirement-age-payroll-tax-may-be-on-the-table/ar-AA18dvft?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=4aae223d184e407aaa39f012b327165f&ei=7
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/biden-to-tax-high-earners-to-save-medicare/ar-AA18jD9c?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=e22776b89c8c4ce29e09cec40150f82c&ei=16
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2023/03/07/biden-medicare-taxes-gop/?utm_campaign=wp_politics_am&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_politics&carta-url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-tr%2F394f434%2F64071ee7d8b4d16075438063%2F596a9e249bbc0f0e09edcf06%2F9%2F60%2F64071ee7d8b4d16075438063&wp_cu=aff1093e97a28a722d7351a1f77b27bd%7C280A364566297FF4E050007F01002339
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2023/03/07/biden-medicare-taxes-gop/?utm_campaign=wp_politics_am&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_politics&carta-url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-tr%2F394f434%2F64071ee7d8b4d16075438063%2F596a9e249bbc0f0e09edcf06%2F9%2F60%2F64071ee7d8b4d16075438063&wp_cu=aff1093e97a28a722d7351a1f77b27bd%7C280A364566297FF4E050007F01002339
https://www.crfb.org/press-releases/crfb-welcomes-plan-put-medicare-solvency-table
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/what-income-level-is-considered-middle-class-in-your-state/ss-AAQRPMK?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=c7c4a717c591445ab05d7101d0284a44&ei=9#image=49
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/what-income-level-is-considered-middle-class-in-your-state/ss-AAQRPMK?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=c7c4a717c591445ab05d7101d0284a44&ei=9#image=49
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/gospel-deglobalization-fractured-world-economy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/gospel-deglobalization-fractured-world-economy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/gospel-deglobalization-fractured-world-economy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/topics/globalization
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_______ 

Bill ionaire investor M ark Mobius says he cannot take 
money out of  China -  Fox/Reuters  

__________ 

 

UK PM Sunak vows to deport  all  i l legal immigrants :  ‘You 
wil l  not be able to  stay’  -  Fox 

"Sunak says  i l legal  immigrants  wil l  not  be able  to apply 
for  asylum."  

__________ 

 

Haaretz:  Israel  has erected ‘a formal ,  full -f ledged 
apartheid regime’  -  Middle East Monitor  

__________ 

A mile-long l ine for  free food offers a  warning as covid 
benef i ts  end -  WaPost  

_____ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/billionaire-investor-mark-mobius-says-he-cannot-take-money-out-of-china-fox-business/ar-AA18eNqd?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=eacd05380f684b0ea61a17f80522b820&ei=11#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/billionaire-investor-mark-mobius-says-he-cannot-take-money-out-of-china-fox-business/ar-AA18eNqd?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=eacd05380f684b0ea61a17f80522b820&ei=11#comments
https://www.foxnews.com/world/uk-pm-sunak-vows-deport-all-illegal-immigrants-you-will-not-stay
https://www.foxnews.com/world/uk-pm-sunak-vows-deport-all-illegal-immigrants-you-will-not-stay
https://www.juancole.com/2023/02/haaretz-erected-apartheid.html
https://www.juancole.com/2023/02/haaretz-erected-apartheid.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2023/03/04/pandemic-food-stamps-ending/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2023/03/04/pandemic-food-stamps-ending/
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SNAP cuts could lead to ‘hunger cliff, ’  experts 
fear - The Hill  

Dear  Fed chair  +  economists :   The sudden withdrawal  of  
food subsidies may present  an opportunity  for  research on 
the degree of  influence changes in  demand from low -
income people have on food pr ices  and inflation.    

Note that  while Congress  and the White House are trying 
to  increase the labor supply  ( in  part  by removing wo rk 
dis incentives)  to  dr ive economic growth,  the Fed has  been 
rais ing interest rates  on the assumption that 
suppressing economic act ivi ty and increasing 
unemployment helps to  dr ive  down inf lat ion.   Higher costs  
for  l i fe  necessit ies hi t  low -income people th e hardest .  

What happens to  a vehicle when you press  the brakes and 
gas pedal  s imultaneously?    

_____ 

 

_____ 

I t ’s  Time to Link Work and Food Stamps Again  -  
AEI/Deseret News  

_____ 

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/3878351-snap-cuts-could-lead-to-hunger-cliff-experts-fear/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/3878351-snap-cuts-could-lead-to-hunger-cliff-experts-fear/
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/its-time-to-link-work-and-food-stamps-again/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGKSAhx4uvHrBzF8uUriPsZAOMzxj-CioEw0_4MBUfmMqn3ZXxIkz7DIxM-gIonPCG90vVRFbxUrEvAslEY7GhQ0RcntNddgv1W3k1ct_WfVLIbqw
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/its-time-to-link-work-and-food-stamps-again/?mkt_tok=NDc1LVBCUS05NzEAAAGKSAhx4uvHrBzF8uUriPsZAOMzxj-CioEw0_4MBUfmMqn3ZXxIkz7DIxM-gIonPCG90vVRFbxUrEvAslEY7GhQ0RcntNddgv1W3k1ct_WfVLIbqw
https://ritholtz.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/notworking.png
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A Quick Guide to SNAP El igibil i ty and Benefits  -  CBPP 

SNAP:  State  by State Data,  Fact  Sheets,  and Resources  

SNAP Helps Low -Wage Workers in  Every State  

__________ 

Sunday,  March 5 ,  2023  

__________ 

 

Welcome To the Vegetable Garden of Europe –  ‘The 
Greenhouses of  Death’  -  IPS 

Spanish immigration pinata?    

__________ 

Who Stands for  Freedom? -  Joseph St igl i tz  

"For  decades,  Americans  have been led to bel ieve that 
l iberty  is  more or  less  synonymous with anti -government 
market  fundamental ism. But,  because this  conception of  

l iberty  fai ls  to  account for  the complexit ies of  real  
societies,  i t  cannot  possibly  del iver  the ' freedom' i t  

promises ."  

__________ 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/a-quick-guide-to-snap-eligibility-and-benefits
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-state-by-state-data-fact-sheets-and-resources
https://www.cbpp.org/snap-helps-low-wage-workers-in-every-state#Virginia
https://www.ipsnews.net/2023/02/welcome-vegetable-garden-europe-greenhouses-death/
https://www.ipsnews.net/2023/02/welcome-vegetable-garden-europe-greenhouses-death/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/liberty-means-more-than-free-markets-by-joseph-e-stiglitz-2023-02?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bbb17fae1f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_02_14_09_44_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e4393264df-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.ipsnews.net/2023/02/welcome-vegetable-garden-europe-greenhouses-death/
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A cleaning company i l legally  employed a 13 -year-old .  
Her  family is  paying the price.  -  WaPost  

"...One blustery day last month, the girl’s stepfather, Manuel De la Cruz, arrived at the 

county courthouse in downtown Grand Island for sentencing in his own 

misdemeanor case. He had pleaded guilty to violating child labor laws by driving the 

middle-schooler to a dangerous job, a charge that carries a maximum penalty of six 

months in jail. His lawyer asked the judge to impose a fine. 

"The judge, Arthur Wetzel, called the case “extremely difficult.” He accused Packers 

of “forcing young children to work on a kill floor.” He blamed the girl’s mother for 

obtaining the fake papers and collecting her pay. And he blamed “the elephant in the 

room, JBS,” for “hiring a cleaning company such as this.” 

"“However, Mr. De la Cruz, you also are at fault,” the judge said. “To have a 14-year-

old daughter employed eight hours before she’s expected to attend school under 

dangerous circumstances simply could not be condoned by this court.” 

"The judge sentenced De la Cruz to 30 days in jail. After serving his time, court 

records show, he could be deported. Through his lawyer, he declined to comment. 

"An officer’s handcuffs clicked open. At the back of the courtroom, De la Cruz’s 19-

year-old stepdaughter sobbed. Outside, his wife and young children watched as he 

was led away. 

The 14-year-old girl did not attend the hearing. For the moment, at least, she was 

still in school." 

Legal  and pol icy  Qs  for  "the reasonable  (hu)man":  How is  i t  
possible,  by  visual  inspection,  for  supervisors not  to  
suspect that  a  13 -  or  14-year -old female from  Central  
America isn't  an adult?    

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/03/03/child-labor-workers-fallout-migrants/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/03/03/child-labor-workers-fallout-migrants/
https://www.coalitionbrewing.com/what-country-has-the-shortest-average-female-height/#:~:text=According%20to%20World%20Health%20Organization%20%28WHO%29%20growth%20charts,5%20cm%20%285%20feet%201.%205%20inches%29%2C%20154.
https://www.coalitionbrewing.com/what-country-has-the-shortest-average-female-height/#:~:text=According%20to%20World%20Health%20Organization%20%28WHO%29%20growth%20charts,5%20cm%20%285%20feet%201.%205%20inches%29%2C%20154.
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Is  a  $1 .5-mil l ion civ i l  f ine  suff ic ient  deterrent  for  a  $100 -
bil l ion pr ivate  equity  f i rm to  change the employment 
practices of  companies under i ts  control?  

More immigrat ion games? Here's  one of  the f i rst  pieces 
posted on this  s i te:  

"Let's  Play I llegal Immigration Pinata."  

BTW, these kids  have shown they are  hard workers .  US 
employers  should be happy to hire them once they are  of  
age.  

__________ 

Leaked audio reveals US rail  workers  were told to  skip 
inspections as Ohio crash prompts scrutiny to  industry -  

Guardian 

_____ 

Norfolk  Southern,  rai l  union f loated exchanging s ick  days  
for  automatic  track inspections  -  WSWS  

 

Meanwhile,  on the other  s ide of  the tr acks:  

__________ 

Meet the highest -paid CEO(s)  in  America -  msn 

See any of  your  fr iends?  

_____ 

This  is  how the world's  wealthiest  people invest  their  money 
—  f rom off ice bui ldings,  to art ,  to crypto —  according to a  

major  survey of  the super -r ich -  Business  Insider  

https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/immigration%20charades%20-%20September%202015%20-%20latest.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/mar/03/us-rail-workers-east-palestine-ohio-train-crash
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/mar/03/us-rail-workers-east-palestine-ohio-train-crash
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/mar/03/us-rail-workers-east-palestine-ohio-train-crash
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/03/04/bmwe-m04.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/03/04/bmwe-m04.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/meet-the-highest-paid-ceo-in-america/ss-AA1890pP?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=a9a88e3ff7934417a51f682ccff77c59&ei=13#image=101
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/savingandinvesting/this-is-how-the-world-s-wealthiest-people-invest-their-money-from-office-buildings-to-art-to-crypto-according-to-a-major-survey-of-the-super-rich/ss-AA18aPhV?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=630047f4820046dd91eb872ad91aa0d6&ei=8#image=3
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/savingandinvesting/this-is-how-the-world-s-wealthiest-people-invest-their-money-from-office-buildings-to-art-to-crypto-according-to-a-major-survey-of-the-super-rich/ss-AA18aPhV?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=630047f4820046dd91eb872ad91aa0d6&ei=8#image=3
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/savingandinvesting/this-is-how-the-world-s-wealthiest-people-invest-their-money-from-office-buildings-to-art-to-crypto-according-to-a-major-survey-of-the-super-rich/ss-AA18aPhV?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=630047f4820046dd91eb872ad91aa0d6&ei=8#image=3
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__________ 

Starbucks Faces New Front  in I ts  Labor Disputes:  White -
Collar Workers -  Bloomberg 

_____ 

UAW Prez Vote Count  Very Tight –  After 58 Dead,  Greek 
Rail  Workers Strike –  East  Palest ine Rai l  Union Says 

Workers  are Fall ing  I l l  -  Payday Report  

Close of  vot ing nears in  UAW presidential  run -off  elect ion -  
Reuters  

"UAW off icers  previously were elected through a delegate 
system.  Members  approved direct elections  in a  2021 

referendum required as part  of  a  2020 Justice Department 
sett lement to  resolve a corrupt ion probe which resulted in 

the incarceration of  two former UAW presidents ."  

__________ 

Maryland lawmakers  push to  accelerate $15 minimum 
wage increase from 2025 to  2023 -  ABC Balt imore 

"The 'Fair  Wage Act'  also includes an inf lat ion buster ,  in  
that start ing in 2025,  al l  future wage increases would be 

t ied to the Maryland Area Consumer  Pr ice Index."  

The minimum wage is  indexed for  inflation in  19 states and 
D.C. ,  meaning it  is  automatically adjusted each year  for  
increases in pr ices .   See:  

EPI Minimum Wage Tracker  

__________ 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-01/starbucks-sbux-corporate-staff-slam-return-to-office-mandate-anti-union-push?leadSource=uverify%20wall#xj4y7vzkg
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-01/starbucks-sbux-corporate-staff-slam-return-to-office-mandate-anti-union-push?leadSource=uverify%20wall#xj4y7vzkg
https://paydayreport.com/uaw-prez-vote-count-very-tight-after-58-died-greek-rail-workers-strike-east-palestine-rail-union-says-workers-are-strike/
https://paydayreport.com/uaw-prez-vote-count-very-tight-after-58-died-greek-rail-workers-strike-east-palestine-rail-union-says-workers-are-strike/
https://paydayreport.com/uaw-prez-vote-count-very-tight-after-58-died-greek-rail-workers-strike-east-palestine-rail-union-says-workers-are-strike/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/close-voting-nears-uaw-presidential-run-off-election-2023-02-28/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/close-voting-nears-uaw-presidential-run-off-election-2023-02-28/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj3ypm83Lj9AhUPLVkFHQUCAUIQFnoECDQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Flegal%2Fgovernment%2Fformer-uaw-president-sentenced-28-months-jail-embezzling-union-funds-2021-06-10%2F&usg=AOvVaw0XLeU5gjZh0KJMnIDdJFE-
https://www.wmar2news.com/local/maryland-lawmakers-push-to-accelerate-15-minimum-wage-increase-from-2025-to-2023#:~:text=Right%20now%2C%20the%20minimum%20wage%20is%20%2413.25an%20hour,tied%20to%20the%20Maryland%20Area%20Consumer%20Price%20Index.
https://www.wmar2news.com/local/maryland-lawmakers-push-to-accelerate-15-minimum-wage-increase-from-2025-to-2023#:~:text=Right%20now%2C%20the%20minimum%20wage%20is%20%2413.25an%20hour,tied%20to%20the%20Maryland%20Area%20Consumer%20Price%20Index.
https://www.epi.org/minimum-wage-tracker/
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Reducing Child Poverty in the United States - 
Brookings Hamilton Project event  

Well  worth watching,  Sen.  Michael  Bennet  (D -CO) ,  a  
leading advocat e of  expanding the chi ld tax  credit  (CTC)  
to  include al l  low -income famil ies ,  begins this  discussion 
(min.  11 :10)  by laying out values  and ideas al igning with 
much of  what's  advocated on this  website.  Panels  
of  leaders and experts  then examine the economic  impacts 
of  chi ld  poverty  and propose national  and state -
level  solutions .  Among these is  a  proposed compromise 
(see below) to  br idge differences between Democrats and 
Republicans on expanding the CTC.  

 

A proposal for  an enhanced part ially  refundable Chi ld Tax 
Credit  -  Brookings  

__________ 

The long-term effects of  condit ional cash transfer 
programmes:  Evidence from Colombia -  VoxDev 

https://www.hamiltonproject.org/events/reducing_child_poverty_in_the_united_states
https://www.hamiltonproject.org/events/reducing_child_poverty_in_the_united_states
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-proposal-for-an-enhanced-partially-refundable-child-tax-credit/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-proposal-for-an-enhanced-partially-refundable-child-tax-credit/
https://voxdev.org/topic/public-economics/long-term-effects-conditional-cash-transfer-programmes-evidence-colombia
https://voxdev.org/topic/public-economics/long-term-effects-conditional-cash-transfer-programmes-evidence-colombia
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-proposal-for-an-enhanced-partially-refundable-child-tax-credit/
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"Condit ional  cash transfer  programmes can have long -
term benefits  by reducing cr ime,  lowering adolescent 
fert i l i ty  and increasing school  attendance as well  as  

formal  employment ."  

__________ 

Did Lina Khan Just Slash Insul in Prices?  -  Matt  
Stoller/BIG 

__________ 

 

Norfolk Southern Workers  Win Paid  Sick Days  –  Hyundai  
to Divest from Plant  that Used Chi ld Labor –  BBC 

Reporters  to  Strike -  Payday Report  

While most salar ied workers take paid s ick t ime for  
granted,  mil l ions of  hourly  and t ipped workers  without  i t  
take a pay cut when they go to the doctor  or  hospital .  

_____ 

All  Workers Should Have A Few Paid Sick Days.  The 
President  And Congress Can Make It  Happen -  

HealthAffairs  

__________ 

Student  Debt  Forgivenes s Benefi t  Distr ibution,  FY2022  

https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/did-lina-khan-just-slash-insulin?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://mattstoller.substack.com/p/did-lina-khan-just-slash-insulin?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://paydayreport.com/norfolk-southern-workers-win-paid-sick-days-hyundai-to-divest-from-plant-that-used-child-labor-bbc-reporters-to-strike/
https://paydayreport.com/norfolk-southern-workers-win-paid-sick-days-hyundai-to-divest-from-plant-that-used-child-labor-bbc-reporters-to-strike/
https://paydayreport.com/norfolk-southern-workers-win-paid-sick-days-hyundai-to-divest-from-plant-that-used-child-labor-bbc-reporters-to-strike/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2022/8/26/biden-student-loan-forgiveness
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  THE BIDEN STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS PLAN:  

BUDGETARY COSTS AND DISTRIBUTIONAL IMPACT -  Penn 
Wharton Budget  Model  

A  sl i c e  fo r  ev er yo ne  -  e x ce p t  t a xp a y er s  a nd  peo pl e  wh o  d o n' t  go  

t o  c o l l e g e.  

_____ 

Conservat ive Justices Appear Ready To Scrap Biden's  
Student  Loan Plan —  But I t  Might  Survive Because Of  

Standing -  Yahoo 

"The conservative justices also took aim at the program 
for  violating the court ’s  major  questions  doctr ine.  They 

asked how it  could be possible for  such a large program 

https://budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2022/8/26/biden-student-loan-forgiveness
https://budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2022/8/26/biden-student-loan-forgiveness
https://budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2022/8/26/biden-student-loan-forgiveness
https://news.yahoo.com/conservative-justices-appear-ready-scrap-205651264.html
https://news.yahoo.com/conservative-justices-appear-ready-scrap-205651264.html
https://news.yahoo.com/conservative-justices-appear-ready-scrap-205651264.html
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with a cost of  $500 b i l l io n to  not  consti tute  a major  
question of  'vast  economic or  pol i t ical  s ignif icance. ' "  

__________ 

"Hunger cliff" looms as 32 states are set to 
cut food-stamp benefits - CBS 

SNAP Emergency Al lotments State Fact Sheets -  FRAC  

"As of March 1, 2023, all Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

participants will suffer cuts to their benefits each month as the temporary, 

pandemic-era SNAP boosts known as Emergency Allotments come to an end." 

Find Your  Local  Food Bank -  Feeding America  

_____ 

What are the basic  priorit ies  and big ideas in the 2023 
Farm Bi ll  debate? -  Purdue University  

Bread & circus:  hunger  games on Capitol  Hi l l .  

__________ 

Worker Earnings,  Service Quali ty ,  and Firm Profitabi l i ty :  
Evidence from Nursing Homes and  Minimum Wage 

Reforms -  MIT 

" . . .h igher  minimum wages increase income and retention 
among low-wage employees and improve consumer 
outcomes,  measured by fewer inspection violations;  lower  
rates of  adverse,  preventable  health condit ions;  and lower 
resident  mortal i ty .  F irms maintain prof i tabil i ty  by 
attracting consumers  with  a greater  abil i ty  to  pay and 
increasing pr ices for  these individuals ."  

__________ 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/food-stamps-snap-benefits-cuts-march-2023/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/food-stamps-snap-benefits-cuts-march-2023/
https://frac.org/research/resource-library/snap-ea-state-fact-sheets
https://frac.org/programs/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap/emergency-allotments
https://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-article/what-are-the-basic-priorities-and-big-ideas-in-the-2023-farm-bill-debate/
https://ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/home/paer-article/what-are-the-basic-priorities-and-big-ideas-in-the-2023-farm-bill-debate/
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article-abstract/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01271/113782/Worker-Earnings-Service-Quality-and-Firm?redirectedFrom=fulltext&utm_source=hs_email&utm_campaign=Economic%20Studies&utm_medium=email
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article-abstract/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01271/113782/Worker-Earnings-Service-Quality-and-Firm?redirectedFrom=fulltext&utm_source=hs_email&utm_campaign=Economic%20Studies&utm_medium=email
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article-abstract/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01271/113782/Worker-Earnings-Service-Quality-and-Firm?redirectedFrom=fulltext&utm_source=hs_email&utm_campaign=Economic%20Studies&utm_medium=email
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How do r ich people avoid taxes? Wealthy Americans skirt  
$160 bi l l ion a year  in tax payment -  USA Today 

___________ 

America's  401(k)  mill ionaires  have plunged by a  third -  
CBS 

__________ 

A PPP plan for East Palestine -  Sen.  J .D .  Vance/WaPost  

I t 's  good to  see newly elected Sen.  J .D .  Vance st ick up for  
the  low-income community  in his  state  struck by the toxic  
impact  of  the recent rai lroad disaster .  But  a  program l ike 
the PPP would be the wrong response from Washington.   

In  a  recent  analysis  of  Covid st imulus  spending,  we noted:  
"Not  only was the PPP r iddled with fraud,  the  free “loans” 
to  prevent  businesses  from closing and laying off  staff  
were a  "f i re  hose" of  untargeted,  unaudited  spending.  
Much of  i t  went to  businesses  and non -prof i ts  that  already 
had adequate f inancing and to high -income people."   

With the senator 's  colleagues in  the House expected to 
hold further  hearings to probe PPP fraud,  di rect aid  to  
residents  based on injury  and n eed could help more.  East  
Palestine  residents  also are  gearing up for  court  battles  
including redress  through the tort  system.  

Erin  Brockovich urges East  Palest ine residents to document 
health condit ions  as some diagnosed with bronchit is  -  Fox  

“They have upended  people’s  l ives”:  East  Palest ine 
residents speak out at  Er in  Brockovich town hall  meeting -  

WSWS  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/taxes/2023/02/21/how-do-rich-people-avoid-taxes/11308215002/?emci=96bd4b67-c9b6-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=1b7de3eb-d0b6-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=4028676
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/taxes/2023/02/21/how-do-rich-people-avoid-taxes/11308215002/?emci=96bd4b67-c9b6-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=1b7de3eb-d0b6-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=4028676
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/americas-401k-millionaires-have-plunged-by-a-third/ar-AA17TTAj
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/americas-401k-millionaires-have-plunged-by-a-third/ar-AA17TTAj
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/26/jd-vance-east-palestine-train-derailment-recovery/
https://www.areavibes.com/east+palestine-oh/employment/#:~:text=East%20Palestine%2C%20OH%20Employment%20%20%20Index%20,%20%20%2435%2C192%20%204%20more%20rows%20
https://inequalityink.org/resources/Was%20Covid%20stimulus%20spending%20justified%20and%20fair%20-%20what%20about%20next%20time%20-%20Feb%202023%20.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Palestine,_Ohio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Palestine,_Ohio
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/erin-brockovich-urges-east-palestine-residents-to-document-health-conditions-as-some-diagnosed-with-bronchitis/ar-AA17WlCw
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/erin-brockovich-urges-east-palestine-residents-to-document-health-conditions-as-some-diagnosed-with-bronchitis/ar-AA17WlCw
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/02/27/rail-f27.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/02/27/rail-f27.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/02/27/rail-f27.html?pk_campaign=newsletter&pk_kwd=wsws
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__________ 

EEA1 –  the causes of  current  inflation -  Michael  Roberts  

__________ 

Capital ists ,  the state and global izat ion -  Branko 
Milanovic/Global  Inequal i ty 

"The tendency to create the world market is directly given in a concept of capital 

itself. Every limit appears as a barrier to be overcome…In accord with this tendency, 

capital drives beyond national barriers and prejudices as much as beyond nature 

worship, as well as all traditional, confined, complacent…reproductions of old ways 

of life. It is destructive towards all of this, and constantly revolutionizes it, tearing 

down all the barriers which hem in the development of the forces of production, the 

expansion of needs…” etc. (Grundrisse). 

 

__________ 

Reimagining The James Baldwin and William 
F. Buckley Debate - NPR 

Buckley put up a decent  f ight in the debate given his  
posit ion on human exploitation was almost  indefensible  
(with the possible exception of  what to  do about  i t ) .   BTW, 
did  Buckley really th ink he was "white"?    

 

O N  B E I N G  " W H I T E "  A N D  O T H E R  L I E S  -  J a m e s  B a l d w i n  ( 1 9 2 4 - 1 9 8 7 )   

https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2023/02/27/eea1-the-causes-of-current-inflation/
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/capitalists-the-state-and-globalization?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://branko2f7.substack.com/p/capitalists-the-state-and-globalization?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grundrisse
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/20/914548619/reimagining-the-james-baldwin-and-william-f-buckley-debate
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/20/914548619/reimagining-the-james-baldwin-and-william-f-buckley-debate
https://bannekerinstitute.fas.harvard.edu/files/bannekerinstitute/files/on_being_white.and_other_lies_baldwin_0.pdf
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__________ 

Sunday,  February  26,  2023  

__________ 

A Tri l l ion here,  a Tri l l ion there:  Balancing the Federal  
Budget :  

_____ 

'Absolute Hypocrisy' :  GOP Unvei ls  Bil l  to  Make Trump 
Tax Cuts Permanent  While Howling About Debt  -  

Common Dreams 

_____ 

How did the TCJA affect the federal  budget outlook? -  
TPC 

"The Joint  Committee on Taxat ion and the Congress ional  
Budget Off ice have published several  estimates of  TCJA’s  
expected budget  impact .  These estimates  all  show TCJA 
substantial ly  reducing revenues and increasing defic i ts  
over  i ts  f i rst  decade.  The specif ic  amount var ies —from 
about  $1 tr i l l ion to $2 tr i l l ion —for  three reasons . . . "  

_____ 

What Would It  Take to Balance the Budget? An Update -  
CRFB 

"In this analysis, we show that in order to achieve budgetary balance within a decade 

all spending would need to be cut by 27 percent and the necessary cut would grow 

to 78 percent if defense, veterans, Social Security, and Medicare spending were off 

the table. These cuts would be so large that it would require the equivalent 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IXIiDfs5cU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IXIiDfs5cU
https://www.commondreams.org/news/gop-trump-tax-cuts-permanent
https://www.commondreams.org/news/gop-trump-tax-cuts-permanent
https://www.commondreams.org/news/gop-trump-tax-cuts-permanent
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/how-did-tcja-affect-federal-budget-outlook
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/how-did-tcja-affect-federal-budget-outlook
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/what-would-it-take-balance-budget-update
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/what-would-it-take-balance-budget-update
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of ending all nondefense appropriations and eliminating the entire Medicaid 

program just to get to balance... 

"Of  course,  the task is  made more feasible  by adopting a 
combination of  different  types of  spending reductions  and 
reforms along with new revenue,  user  fees,  and stronger 
economic growth.  But  even then,  achieving balance within  
a  decade is  incredibly challenging.  Enacting the $7 
tr i l l ion CRFB Fiscal  Blueprint ,  which puts  al l  parts  of  the 
budget  and taxes on the table,  would reduce the 2032 
defic i t  to  2 .9  percent of  GDP (down from 6 .6 percent)  when 
incorporating stronger economic growth effects –  s t i l l  far  
short  of  balance."  

This  analysis  would be more helpful  i f  i t  included options  
to  raise  revenue as well  as  to  cut spending.  

_____ 

 

TPC estimates of  making the Individual  Income Tax and 
Estate Tax Provis ions in the 2017 Tax Act Permanent,  by  

ECI  Percenti les,  2026  

https://www.crfb.org/papers/crfb-fiscal-blueprint-reducing-debt-and-inflation
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/model-estimates/make-individual-income-tax-and-estate-tax-provisions-2017-tax-act-permanent-1
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/model-estimates/make-individual-income-tax-and-estate-tax-provisions-2017-tax-act-permanent-1
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/model-estimates/make-individual-income-tax-and-estate-tax-provisions-2017-tax-act-permanent-1
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/model-estimates/make-individual-income-tax-and-estate-tax-provisions-2017-tax-act-permanent-1
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Comment:  I f  the tax  cuts lapse or  are repealed,  the  bottom 
quinti les could be held harmless .  

_____ 

Opinion:  Here’s  a  dirty  l i tt le secret  about Trump’s  tax 
cuts  -  WaPost  

"Here’s  a  d irty l i t t le  secret about  those expensive ,  
unpopular  Trump tax cuts:  We ’ re  probably stuck with them 
for  good,  because neither  party  seems to have the 
pol i t ical  courage to let  them lapse.  Not the Republicans 
who supposedly  care about f iscal  responsibi l i ty ,  and not  
the Democrats  who are on record as  hating them."  

We'll  see.   What  happens wi l l  provide a clue about  whom 
the pol it ical  part ies are working for .  

__________ 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/16/trump-tax-cuts-untouched/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/16/trump-tax-cuts-untouched/
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Striking it Richer:  
The Evolution of Top Incomes in the United 

States (Updated with 2019-2021 estimates) -   
Emmanuel Saez,  UC Berkeley  

"What’s  new for  recent  years?  
COVID 2019-2021:  Record surge in  top incomes fueled by 

capital  gains"  

"From 2019 (the year  before the COVID cr is is  hi t)  to  2021  
( the year  the  economy recovered from the cr is is) ,  real  
average incomes per  family have  grown by 13 .1%.  

"This  very large growth hides  substantial  inequal i ty  
as  bottom 99% real  incomes grew by only 4 .1% from 2019 
to  2021  whi le the top  1% grew by 46 .6%."  

__________ 

Top 7 bi l l ionaires  in US healthcare -  Becker's  Hospital  
Review 

__________ 

The Dysfunctional  Health Benef its  Market  and Implications 
for  US Employers and Employees -  JAMA  

_____ 

Dysfunctional Employee Benef its  Art icle  in Journal of  the 
American Medical Associat ion -  Er ic Bricker ,  MD  

Bottom l ine :  Because they prof i t  over  t ime from r is ing 
health costs  by getting  a cut,  health insurers do not 
function properly as  agents (f iduciar ies)  for  employee 
benefi t  plans  or  part ic ipants .  This  structural  f law is  
harming employees and famil ies who can no longer afford 

https://eml.berkeley.edu/~saez/saez-UStopincomes-2021.pdf
https://eml.berkeley.edu/~saez/saez-UStopincomes-2021.pdf
https://eml.berkeley.edu/~saez/saez-UStopincomes-2021.pdf
https://eml.berkeley.edu/~saez/saez-UStopincomes-2021.pdf
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/rankings-and-ratings/top-7-billionaires-in-us-healthcare.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/rankings-and-ratings/top-7-billionaires-in-us-healthcare.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=6288A9232756C8Z
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2788066
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2788066
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdnO5CjYWtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdnO5CjYWtA
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health care  coverage and hence care .  Researchers  
recommend DOL change ERISA f iduciary duty  standards to 
correct  this  contradiction.  

_____ 

Here's  some past work on ERISA deal ing with issues  that 
developed when plan sponsors  deployed "managed care" 

strategies to  control  health care  cost growth:  

"ERISA Health Plan Liabil i ty:  Issues  and Options  for  
Reform" -  GWU  

"Emerging Issues in  the Use of Binding Arbitration to 
Resolve Disputes between Individuals  and Health Plans"  -  

GWU . . .  (arbi trat ion update )   

Pre-ACA overview of  interplay of  ERISA and state  
law:  "ERISA and Variation in CA Health Plan Consumer  

Protections" -  CHCF  

__________ 

 

Russia-Ukraine: one year of war –  
the economics - Michael Roberts 

__________ 

https://hsrc.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=sphhs_centers_nhpf
https://hsrc.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=sphhs_centers_nhpf
https://hsrc.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1060&context=sphhs_centers_nhpf
https://hsrc.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1060&context=sphhs_centers_nhpf
https://hsrc.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1060&context=sphhs_centers_nhpf
https://www.gibsondunn.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Richardson-Tryck-Gellerson-How-Courts-Are-Ruling-On-The-Arbitrability-Of-ERISA-Claims-Law360-02-24-2022.pdf
https://www.chcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/PDF-ERISAvariationsSummary.pdf
https://www.chcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/PDF-ERISAvariationsSummary.pdf
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2023/02/22/russia-ukraine-one-year-of-war-the-economics/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2023/02/22/russia-ukraine-one-year-of-war-the-economics/
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At least 11  Palestinians ki l led and scores hurt  in  Israel  
West  Bank raid -  NBC 

Dear  Congress & WH: Need to spend less  money?   What 
about  cutt ing mil i tary support  to  one of  the most racist  
regimes on Earth?  

Israel-Gaza:  How much money does Israel  get  from the 
US? -  BBC  

How the US Is  Bankroll ing Israel  -  Mother Jones  

"Consider also that this top recipient of such aid—nearly all of it military since 

2008—has been busily engaged in what looks like a nineteenth-century-style 

colonization project. In the late 1940s, our beneficiary expelled some 700,000 

indigenous people from the land it was claiming. In 1967, our client seized some 

contiguous pieces of real estate and ever since has been colonizing these territories 

with nearly 650,000 of its own people." (2014) 

_____ 

 

Israel ’s  ‘nation -state law’  parallels  the Nazi  Nuremberg 
Laws -  Al jazeera 

Nuremberg Laws -  Wiki  

__________ 

India at  a Crossroads -  Nouriel  Roubini/PS  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israel-raid-west-bank-nablus-palestinians-killed-scores-injured-rcna71748
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israel-raid-west-bank-nablus-palestinians-killed-scores-injured-rcna71748
https://www.bbc.com/news/57170576
https://www.bbc.com/news/57170576
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2014/02/us-israel-foreign-aid-military-bankroll/#:~:text=Arming%20and%20bankrolling%20a%20wealthy%20nation%20acting%20in,close%20to%20a%20quarter-trillion%20dollars%20in%20such%20aid.
http://www.merip.org/palestine-israel_primer/pal-refugee-citizen-pal-is.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/08/14/us-palestinians-israel-prisoners-idUSBRE97C0Z620130814
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/7/26/israels-nation-state-law-parallels-the-nazi-nuremberg-laws/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/7/26/israels-nation-state-law-parallels-the-nazi-nuremberg-laws/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg_Laws
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/preserving-successful-india-economic-model-by-nouriel-roubini-2023-02?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f572651b9d-covid_newsletter_02_22_2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-f572651b9d-105791845&mc_cid=f572651b9d&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
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"While the scandal surrounding the Adani empire does not seem to extend beyond 

the conglomerate itself, the case does have macro implications for India’s 

institutional robustness and global investors’ perceptions of India. The Asian 

financial crisis of the 1990s demonstrated that, over time, the partial capture of 

economic policy by crony capitalist conglomerates will hurt productivity growth by 

hampering competition, inhibiting Schumpeterian “creative destruction,” and 

increasing inequality." 

__________ 

Union Pacif ic  Railroad Workers  Win Paid Si ck Days –  
Fayettevil le  Bus Drivers  Strike 2nd Time in 2 Years  –  
Anti-Caste Discriminat ion Legislation Introduced in 

Seattle  -  Payday Report  

__________ 

 
__________ 

The state of our families: Child and 
dependent tax benefits in the states - 

Niskanen Center 

N e w  Y o r k ’ s  p r o p o s e d  W o r k i n g  F a m i l y  T a x  C r e d i t  i s  t h e  b o l d e s t  r e f o r m  y e t  -  

N i s k a n e n  C e n t e r  

https://paydayreport.com/union-pacific-railroad-workers-win-paid-sick-days-fayetteville-bus-drivers-strike-2nd-time-in-2-years-anti-caste-discrimination-legislation-introduced-in-seattle/
https://paydayreport.com/union-pacific-railroad-workers-win-paid-sick-days-fayetteville-bus-drivers-strike-2nd-time-in-2-years-anti-caste-discrimination-legislation-introduced-in-seattle/
https://paydayreport.com/union-pacific-railroad-workers-win-paid-sick-days-fayetteville-bus-drivers-strike-2nd-time-in-2-years-anti-caste-discrimination-legislation-introduced-in-seattle/
https://paydayreport.com/union-pacific-railroad-workers-win-paid-sick-days-fayetteville-bus-drivers-strike-2nd-time-in-2-years-anti-caste-discrimination-legislation-introduced-in-seattle/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-state-of-our-families-child-and-dependent-tax-benefits-in-the-states/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-state-of-our-families-child-and-dependent-tax-benefits-in-the-states/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-state-of-our-families-child-and-dependent-tax-benefits-in-the-states/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/new-yorks-proposed-working-family-tax-credit-is-the-boldest-reform-yet/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/new-yorks-proposed-working-family-tax-credit-is-the-boldest-reform-yet/
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"Overall ,  the  credit  is  a  great  example of  the benefi ts  of  
' targeting within  universal ism , ”  where all  famil ies receive  

support ,  but addit ional  support  is  provided to lower -
income famil ies  with the greatest  need."  

__________ 

 

End the Charitable Tax Exemption and Remove the 
Conflict of Interest Baked Into Big Philanthro py - 

CoP 

"This  c ircle  of  self -serving chari table g iving has helped to 
spawn a permanent,  parasi t ic ,  and professional  
phi lanthropic  class  that knows who butters  i ts  bread:  Big  
Philanthropy.  America ’s  professional  philanthropic class 
includes employees of  un iversi t ies ,  th ink tanks ,  
phi lanthropies ,  investment banks,  f inancial  and 
phi lanthropic  advisers ,  char itable foundations ,  and 
thousands of  nonprofi t  organizations .  All  dr ink from the 
same government -regulated trough of  tax -advantaged 
charitable funding.  Thi s  renders  Big Phi lanthropy 
apologists  as suspect  as  Big Tobacco advocates in the 
1970s ."  

Has the US non-prof i t  evolved into an animal  that has  sex 
with  i tself  to  produce offspr ing?  . . .  Only  donat ions  that 
end up being spent on services  to  the poor and 
disadvantaged should be fully tax favored.   Donations  to 
non-prof i ts  involved in  pol it ics  and pol icy should be fully 
taxed.   

__________ 

Fair Taxation, Not Philanthropy - LAP 

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780691214023-010/html?lang=en
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/end-the-charitable-tax-exemption-and-remove-the-conflict-of-interest-baked-into-big-philanthropy
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/end-the-charitable-tax-exemption-and-remove-the-conflict-of-interest-baked-into-big-philanthropy
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/end-the-charitable-tax-exemption-and-remove-the-conflict-of-interest-baked-into-big-philanthropy
https://www.laprogressive.com/economic-equality/fair-taxation
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"Concentrated wealth and power  exploit  philanthropy  and 
distort  i ts  service to the common good.  We need to end 
the use of  chari table vehicles  for  tax  dodging or  wealth 
warehousing and increase the f low of  money to  working 

charit ies ."  

__________ 

Mormon church f ined $5M for  obscuring size of portfol io 
-  AP 

_____ 

Joel  Osteen’s  taxes:  What’s  probably true and what isn’t  -  
Business Insider  

Joel Osteen’s Lakewood Church opens doors during bitter-cold weather - Houston 

Chronicle 

_____ 

 

"If moving a mountain is too much trouble, another approach is breeding millions of 

tiny camels that can navigate narrow corridors and tight corners." - unknown 

accountant  

https://www.laprogressive.com/economic-equality/pay-a-higher-tax-rate-than-billionaires
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/mormon-church-fined-5m-for-obscuring-size-of-portfolio/ar-AA17Ld94?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=770f9bf730d64443e6abf26d6331d424
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/mormon-church-fined-5m-for-obscuring-size-of-portfolio/ar-AA17Ld94?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=770f9bf730d64443e6abf26d6331d424
https://www.businessinsider.nl/joel-osteens-taxes-whats-probably-true-and-what-isnt/
https://www.businessinsider.nl/joel-osteens-taxes-whats-probably-true-and-what-isnt/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/religion/article/Joel-Osteen-s-Lakewood-Church-opens-doors-15954561.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/religion/article/Joel-Osteen-s-Lakewood-Church-opens-doors-15954561.php
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__________ 

You Won't  Believe What This Bank CEO Earns After a 30% 
Pay Cut  -ascent/motley foo l  

Key points :  

•  The average CEO pay increased by 1 ,322 .2% between 
1978 and 2020.  

•  The average American  worker  earns  $63,214 per  year .  

•  In  one study,  the  CEO -to-worker  pay rat io  was 670 -to-
1 .  

__________ 

 

How Increasing the Federal  Minimum Wage Could Affect  
Employment and Family Income -  CBO interactive tool  

CBO cautions of  major  uncertainty in estimating the 
impacts  of  rais ing the minimum wage.   For  example,  CBO 
calculates  that a  higher minimum would both lead to  1)  a  
net  reduction in  average family income and 2)  a  reduction 
of  the number of  people in poverty .   Go f igure .   

_____  

The Federal  Government Should Raise The Minimum 
Wage -  WoodWardAvenue 

"Overall ,  ra is ing the minimum wage would be beneficial  to  
both low-income workers and taxpayers .  I t  would provide 

https://www.fool.com/the-ascent/personal-finance/articles/you-wont-believe-what-this-bank-ceo-earns-after-a-30-pay-cut/
https://www.fool.com/the-ascent/personal-finance/articles/you-wont-believe-what-this-bank-ceo-earns-after-a-30-pay-cut/
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/55681
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/55681
https://woodwardavenue.org/the-federal-government-should-raise-the-minimum-wage/
https://woodwardavenue.org/the-federal-government-should-raise-the-minimum-wage/
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a boost to  the economy and reduce the number of  people 
who rely  on government assistance programs."  

Want to  cut  federal  government spending?   Why not  raise 
the minimum wage?  

_____ 

Raising Minimum Wage Would Reduce Publ ic  Assistance 
Spending -  National  Low Income Housing Coal i t ion  

_____ 

Some of  our  work on this  issue:  

"Considerations on Rais ing the U.S.  Minimum Wage To 
Help Workers  and Famil ies  While Minimiz ing Negative 

Impacts"  

"Congress faces  the di ff icult  task  of  creating a standard 
high enough to help low -income workers in h igher - income 
areas ,  yet  low enough to be digestible in low -income state 
and regional  economies ."  

"Yes ,  raise the minimum  wage,  but  don't  stop there"  -  op-ed  

_____ 

"Expanding Use,  Scope of  the EITC & Chi ld  Tax Credit :  a  
Win -Win for  Workers and Employers"  

This  paper ,  or iginally  a  memo to   the long-term care 
industry ,  makes the case that the EITC is  a  subsidy to 
employers  as well  as  their  employees .  Rais ing the 
minimum wage could reduce the cost  of  the  E ITC and 
other  subsidies based on low income.  

__________ 

https://nlihc.org/resource/raising-minimum-wage-would-reduce-public-assistance-spending
https://nlihc.org/resource/raising-minimum-wage-would-reduce-public-assistance-spending
https://inequalityink.org/resources/raising%20minimum%20wage%20with%20caution%20-%202-17-21%20latest.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/raising%20minimum%20wage%20with%20caution%20-%202-17-21%20latest.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/raising%20minimum%20wage%20with%20caution%20-%202-17-21%20latest.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/yes-raise-the-minimum-wage-but-dont-stop-there
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/yes-raise-the-minimum-wage-but-dont-stop-there
https://inequalityink.org/resources/expanding%20tax%20credit%20use%20and%20take%20up-%20win%20win%20-%208-30-17%20.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/expanding%20tax%20credit%20use%20and%20take%20up-%20win%20win%20-%208-30-17%20.pdf
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The Darker  Truths About  the State of Unionizing in  the 
Country —  and What Can Be Done to Change Things -  

Capital  & Main  

_____ 

US wage growth is  slowing an d not  keeping pace with 
inf lat ion —  but  that doesn't  mean the Fed wi l l  stop hiking 

rates -  Business  Insider  

__________ 

Chinese Visit  to  Moscow Showcases Deepening Ties with  
Russia -  WSJ/msn 

China may be on br ink of  supplying arms to Russia ,  says 
Bl inken -  Guardian  

__________ 

https://capitalandmain.com/the-darker-truths-about-the-state-of-unionizing-in-the-country-and-what-can-be-done-to-change-things
https://capitalandmain.com/the-darker-truths-about-the-state-of-unionizing-in-the-country-and-what-can-be-done-to-change-things
https://capitalandmain.com/the-darker-truths-about-the-state-of-unionizing-in-the-country-and-what-can-be-done-to-change-things
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-wage-salary-growth-slowing-inflation-fed-interest-rate-hike-2023-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-wage-salary-growth-slowing-inflation-fed-interest-rate-hike-2023-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-wage-salary-growth-slowing-inflation-fed-interest-rate-hike-2023-2
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/chinese-visit-to-moscow-showcases-deepening-ties-with-russia/ar-AA17G6mP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=06ee060ae7d740e99e48a396977bacbf
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/chinese-visit-to-moscow-showcases-deepening-ties-with-russia/ar-AA17G6mP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=06ee060ae7d740e99e48a396977bacbf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/19/china-may-be-on-brink-of-supplying-arms-to-russia-says-blinken
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/19/china-may-be-on-brink-of-supplying-arms-to-russia-says-blinken
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American Compass  Cost -of-Thr iving Index  

"The middle -class  securi ty  once enjoyed by American 
famil ies has  sl ipped  out of  reach.  Americans know this  to  
be true:  Rais ing a  family  in  middle -class  securi ty  on a 
s ingle income is  r arely  possible for  the typical  worker ,  and 
ever  more young people are  forgoing marr iage and 
dropping out of  the workforce. . .  

"In 1985, a basket of major annual costs for a family of four (food, housing, health 

care, transportation, higher education) took a typical male worker about 40 

weeks to afford. In 2022, that figure had shot to 62 weeks, driven by stagnating 

wages and rising costs. 

"In other words, in 1985, a single full-time earner could support a family with room 

to save, but today, a comparable man could work all year and still come up ten weeks 

short." 

_____ 

Why Conservative Women Report  Being the Happiest —and 
How You Can Be,  Too -  AEI  

Are marr iage and family  undervalued in US culture?  

https://mailchi.mp/americancompass/the-cost-of-thriving-in-america?e=96a33dc9f8
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/why-conservative-women-report-being-the-happiest-and-how-you-can-be-too/
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/why-conservative-women-report-being-the-happiest-and-how-you-can-be-too/
https://mailchi.mp/americancompass/the-cost-of-thriving-in-america?e=96a33dc9f8
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__________ 

 

Remembering art ist  Jesse Treviño,  who rebuilt  l i fe and 
career after war’s  tol l  -  San Antonio Report  

Jesse Trevino,  painter  who persevered after  Vietnam War 
in jur ies,  d ies at  76 -  msn/WaPost  

__________ 

Sunday,  February  19,  2023  

 

“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this 

mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but 

believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. 24Therefore I tell 

you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 

yours. 25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive 

them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”  

Mark 11:22-25 NIV 

__________ 

https://sanantonioreport.org/jesse-trevino-artist-and-american-hero-dies-at-76/
https://sanantonioreport.org/jesse-trevino-artist-and-american-hero-dies-at-76/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/jesse-trevino-painter-who-persevered-after-vietnam-war-injuries-dies-at-76/ar-AA17CXEo
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/jesse-trevino-painter-who-persevered-after-vietnam-war-injuries-dies-at-76/ar-AA17CXEo
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MRK.11.22-25.niv
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Pyramid of  Capital ist  System -  wiki  

__________ 

State treasurer  challenges NC health system executive 
pay as medical  costs r ise -  Charlotte Observer  

"Folwell  has called the healthcare industry  in  North 
Carol ina  a cartel ,  expressing frustration at  the lack of  
transpare ncy on pr ices for  healthcare  services .  

" 'This  is  the largest transfer  of  wealth,  especial ly from 
low- and f ixed - income people,  of  anything that I ’ve ever  
observed in  my business  career , '  the  treasurer  said .  ' I t ’s  
all  being f inanced,  especially on the backs  
proportionately  of  low and f ixed -income people –  s ick 
low-income and f ixed -income people . ' "  

_____ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramid_of_Capitalist_System
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/state-treasurer-challenges-nc-health-system-executive-pay-as-medical-costs-rise/ar-AA17w6o4
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/state-treasurer-challenges-nc-health-system-executive-pay-as-medical-costs-rise/ar-AA17w6o4


33 
 

Fat Joe Calls  On President Biden And Others To Protect  
Hospital  Patients Against  Hospitals  And Insurance 

Companies -  msn  

__________ 

 

__________ 

Republicans take aim at food stamps in  growing f ight  
over federal  debt  -  WaPost  

"Some GOP lawmakers are  eyeing work requirements  and 
other  changes to  the SNAP program in  a bid  to  reduce the 

defic i t . "  

No problem with establ ishing adequate work 
incentives .   But is  the  t iming r ight as  the Fed continues 
dr iving up interest rates in  an effort  to  slow the economy 
and increase unemployment as  a way to st i f le  inflation?    

SNAP Is  and Remains Our  Most  Effect ive Tool  to Combat 
Hunger  -  CBPP  

__________ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/fat-joe-calls-on-president-biden-and-others-to-protect-hospital-patients-against-hospitals-and-insurance-companies/ar-AA17CNuN?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=d5d14323b5c941da91a02676967434e2#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/fat-joe-calls-on-president-biden-and-others-to-protect-hospital-patients-against-hospitals-and-insurance-companies/ar-AA17CNuN?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=d5d14323b5c941da91a02676967434e2#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/fat-joe-calls-on-president-biden-and-others-to-protect-hospital-patients-against-hospitals-and-insurance-companies/ar-AA17CNuN?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=d5d14323b5c941da91a02676967434e2#comments
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2023/02/16/food-stamps-gop-proposed-cuts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2023/02/16/food-stamps-gop-proposed-cuts/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/rates-bonds/feds-mester-says-more-rate-hikes-needed-combat-inflation-2023-02-16/
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/snap-is-and-remains-our-most-effective-tool-to-combat-hunger
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/snap-is-and-remains-our-most-effective-tool-to-combat-hunger
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MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN ILLEGALLY EMPLOYED IN 
HAZARDOUS JOBS,  FEDERAL INVESTIGATION FINDS; 

FOOD SANITATION CONTRACTOR PAYS $1 .5M IN 
PENALTIES -  US DOL 

U.S .  f ines f i rm $1 .5  mi l l ion for  h ir ing kids to clean 
meatpacking plants -  WaPost  

" In a  statement,  a  spokeswoman for  Packers  said  the 
company has a  'zero -tolerance pol icy'  on employing 

underage workers .  Packers  is  pr ivately owned 
by Blackstone ,  one of  the world’s  largest pr ivate equity  

f i rms,  and employs  roughly  17,000 workers ."  

Q for  pol icymakers :  Do you think a $1 .5  mil l ion f ine  wil l  
influence the behavior  of  a  pr ivate  equity f i rm  with $1  
tr i l l ion in assets  under  management?   I f  not,  what  might?  

__________ 

Alexandria ends ‘unconst itutional '  BIPOC Small  Bus iness 
Grant  program,  seeks new solutions -  msn 

That  nettlesome 14th amendment. . .  

__________ 

U.S.  Health  Care from a Global  Perspective,  2022:  
Accelerating Spending,  Worsening Outcomes -  

Commonwealth Fund 

Gigantic  f lags  displayed on TV football  games 
notwithstanding,  can i t  be  that  major  US health care 
purchasers  -  employers  and the government -  are very 
dumb negotiators  compared with foreign counterparts?  
Probably not ,  from their  perspective:  US health care 
decis io n makers  are general ly high -income and get  

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20230217-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20230217-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20230217-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20230217-1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/02/17/child-labor-meatpacking-department-of-labor/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/02/17/child-labor-meatpacking-department-of-labor/
https://www.blackstone.com/the-firm/
https://www.blackstone.com/the-firm/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/alexandria-ends-unconstitutional-bipoc-small-business-grant-program-seeks-new-solutions/ar-AA17DxDR?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=3d7f32d866c04415991d08ce4ce6d8e9
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/alexandria-ends-unconstitutional-bipoc-small-business-grant-program-seeks-new-solutions/ar-AA17DxDR?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=3d7f32d866c04415991d08ce4ce6d8e9
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2023/jan/us-health-care-global-perspective-2022
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2023/jan/us-health-care-global-perspective-2022
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2023/jan/us-health-care-global-perspective-2022
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excellent  health care for  themselves and their  
famil ies . . .Future international  research and comparisons  
should include distr ibutional  analysis  of  how ci t izens  in 
the top,  middle,  and bottom strata compare in  healt h 
costs ,  access,  and outcomes.  

__________ 

 

The company behind Ohio’s toxic train 
disaster: Deaths, silenced whistleblowers, and 

$10bn for shareholders - Independent 

__________ 

Universal  raises  hourly wage to $17,  sett ing pace for 
parks  -  AP 

_____ 

Twin Peaks Employees Go on Str ike  -  Nashvi l le  Scene  

__________ 

Alaska governor drop s college degree requirement for 
most state jobs to  f ight  worker  shortage -  Hi l l  

_____ 

The highest -paying jobs in  Washington,  D .C.  for  h igh school  
graduates -  msn  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/the-company-behind-ohio-s-toxic-train-disaster-deaths-silenced-whistleblowers-and-10bn-for-shareholders/ar-AA17xe8n?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=0eda0bc44ea54bf8a43800bad87240bd
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/the-company-behind-ohio-s-toxic-train-disaster-deaths-silenced-whistleblowers-and-10bn-for-shareholders/ar-AA17xe8n?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=0eda0bc44ea54bf8a43800bad87240bd
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/the-company-behind-ohio-s-toxic-train-disaster-deaths-silenced-whistleblowers-and-10bn-for-shareholders/ar-AA17xe8n?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=0eda0bc44ea54bf8a43800bad87240bd
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/universal-raises-hourly-wage-to-17-setting-pace-for-parks/ar-AA17wzab?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=c3810832d94447c194806ab30fd8817c
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/universal-raises-hourly-wage-to-17-setting-pace-for-parks/ar-AA17wzab?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=c3810832d94447c194806ab30fd8817c
https://www.nashvillescene.com/news/pithinthewind/twin-peaks-strike/article_4860e96a-990c-11ed-9909-d763ef78df99.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/alaska-governor-drops-college-degree-requirement-for-most-state-jobs-to-fight-worker-shortage/ar-AA17wUL7?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=4b2e74bef2d742bb8d0dc2c2196630ae
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/alaska-governor-drops-college-degree-requirement-for-most-state-jobs-to-fight-worker-shortage/ar-AA17wUL7?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=4b2e74bef2d742bb8d0dc2c2196630ae
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/careersandeducation/the-highest-paying-jobs-in-washington-d-c-for-high-school-graduates/ss-AA17mOAr?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=b8ad93f3a3954381b90e2a243d643b91#image=2
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/careersandeducation/the-highest-paying-jobs-in-washington-d-c-for-high-school-graduates/ss-AA17mOAr?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=b8ad93f3a3954381b90e2a243d643b91#image=2


36 
 

__________ 

 

Older Americans Are Richer Than Thought,  Census 
Bureau Says -  Bloomberg 

" . . . the  general  trend was to revise incomes up for  older  
households,  and revise  them down for  younger  ones —  

widening the generatio nal  gap."  

_____ 

Maryland sought an accurate poverty  count .  I t  found 
110,000 more kids .  -  WaPost  

"Child  poverty in Maryland is  deeper and more widespread 
than previously calculated,  with  a new state government 

analysis  f inding that  more than half  of  publ ic  school  
students  now qual i fy for  a  range of  anti -poverty  

programs."  

Implications  for  the bottom 5 0%?  

__________ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/older-americans-are-richer-than-thought-census-bureau-says/ar-AA17A1dO?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=cd19cacc9b514a15b76597a9277b3428
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/older-americans-are-richer-than-thought-census-bureau-says/ar-AA17A1dO?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=cd19cacc9b514a15b76597a9277b3428
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/02/16/maryland-child-poverty-wes-moore/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/02/16/maryland-child-poverty-wes-moore/
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Long l ive Social  Security:  chief  actuary says Bernie 
Sanders ’s  plan would keep program al ive another 75 

years  -  Marketwatch 

 Click here for  CCSE work on Social  Securi ty  and ret i rement 
savings pol i cy  

__________ 

 

How the Supreme Court  turned America into a  casino -  
Charles  Lane/WaPost  

"American capital ism has come a  long way s ince Max 
Weber,  roughly 120 years  ago,  argued that  i t  epitomized a  
'Protestant ethic ,"  which sanct if ied savings,  investment 
and other  productivi ty -enhancing deferrals  of  
gratif ication.  

"Legal  sports  bett ing —  at  t imes with money  borrowed via  
credit  cards —  typif ies  ' l imbic capital ism.'"  

__________ 

Because The U.S .  Is  Too Corrupt  To Pass Pr ivacy  Legislat ion ,  
Data Brokers Increasingly  Traff ic  In  Sensi t ive Mental  Health 

Data -  techdirt  

_____ 

Data Brokers and the Sale of Americans’ 
Mental Health Data - Duke University 

__________ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/retirement/long-live-social-security-chief-actuary-says-bernie-sanders-s-plan-would-keep-program-alive-another-75-years/ar-AA17tVIG?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=1a2421c0589b44118d9c205cde67c7da
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/retirement/long-live-social-security-chief-actuary-says-bernie-sanders-s-plan-would-keep-program-alive-another-75-years/ar-AA17tVIG?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=1a2421c0589b44118d9c205cde67c7da
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/retirement/long-live-social-security-chief-actuary-says-bernie-sanders-s-plan-would-keep-program-alive-another-75-years/ar-AA17tVIG?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=1a2421c0589b44118d9c205cde67c7da
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/CCSE%20work%20on%20Social%20Security%20and%20retirement%20savings%20updated%20Sept%202022.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/15/supreme-court-sports-betting-ruling-fallout/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/15/supreme-court-sports-betting-ruling-fallout/
https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/weber_protestant_ethic.pdf
https://www.bettingusa.com/banking/credit-card/#:~:text=It%20is%20legal%20to%20bet,choose%20a%20different%20deposit%20method.
https://www.techdirt.com/2023/02/14/because-the-u-s-is-too-corrupt-to-pass-privacy-legislation-data-brokers-increasingly-traffic-in-sensitive-mental-health-data/
https://www.techdirt.com/2023/02/14/because-the-u-s-is-too-corrupt-to-pass-privacy-legislation-data-brokers-increasingly-traffic-in-sensitive-mental-health-data/
https://www.techdirt.com/2023/02/14/because-the-u-s-is-too-corrupt-to-pass-privacy-legislation-data-brokers-increasingly-traffic-in-sensitive-mental-health-data/
https://techpolicy.sanford.duke.edu/data-brokers-and-the-sale-of-americans-mental-health-data/
https://techpolicy.sanford.duke.edu/data-brokers-and-the-sale-of-americans-mental-health-data/
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Why Americans need protection from the Consumer 
Financial  Protection Bureau -  George  Wil l/WaPost  

One way or  the other ,  how long before the CFPB is  
captured by f inancial  interests  i t  regulates?  

_____ 

Supreme Court  Gives President Power To Fire Key 
Independent Agency Chief  -  NPR  

__________ 

Biden Administration Proposes Big Change To 
Benefits For People With Disabilities - 

HuffPost 

Good f irst  step.   Keep going.  

_____ 

CCSE on this  issue:  

SSI Needs Fixing:  Chronic neglect  is  choking off  access 
to Social  Security ’s  cr it ical  backstop –  and pushing more  
bl ind,  disabled and old people into poverty .  -  Karl  Polzer  

Social  Security 's  d isabi l i ty  program desperately  needs 
f ix ing -  Washington Examiner  op -ed  

__________ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/15/consumer-financial-protection-bureau-unconstitutional/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/15/consumer-financial-protection-bureau-unconstitutional/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/29/882519237/supreme-court-gives-president-power-to-fire-key-independent-agency-chief
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/29/882519237/supreme-court-gives-president-power-to-fire-key-independent-agency-chief
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/biden-administration-proposes-big-change-to-benefits-for-people-with-disabilities/ar-AA17u81J?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=454031e8b8cb4c6e8d3ed59fecfb9b87
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/biden-administration-proposes-big-change-to-benefits-for-people-with-disabilities/ar-AA17u81J?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=454031e8b8cb4c6e8d3ed59fecfb9b87
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/biden-administration-proposes-big-change-to-benefits-for-people-with-disabilities/ar-AA17u81J?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=454031e8b8cb4c6e8d3ed59fecfb9b87
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/biden-administration-proposes-big-change-to-benefits-for-people-with-disabilities/ar-AA17u81J?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=454031e8b8cb4c6e8d3ed59fecfb9b87
https://inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
https://inequalityink.org/resources/SSI%20needs%20fixing%20June%202021%20-%20latest.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/social-securitys-disability-program-desperately-needs-fixing
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/social-securitys-disability-program-desperately-needs-fixing
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_____ 

Unmasking India’s Crony Capitalist Oligarchy 
-  PRANAB BARDHAN/PS 

__________ 

 

Lower income brackets  have to commute as top earners 
work from home -  Evening Standard  

"More than 60% of  those earning less  than £30,000 said 
they were required to  travel  to  work every  day with no 

work-from-home option."  

__________ 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/gautam-adani-scandal-india-crony-captalism-by-pranab-bardhan-2023-02?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=aa18c53dcc-covid_newsletter_02_15_2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-aa18c53dcc-105791845&mc_cid=aa18c53dcc&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/gautam-adani-scandal-india-crony-captalism-by-pranab-bardhan-2023-02?utm_source=Project+Syndicate+Newsletter&utm_campaign=aa18c53dcc-covid_newsletter_02_15_2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73bad5b7d8-aa18c53dcc-105791845&mc_cid=aa18c53dcc&mc_eid=adbe4b6572
https://www.standard.co.uk/business/lower-income-brackets-have-to-commute-as-top-earners-work-from-home-b1059996.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/business/lower-income-brackets-have-to-commute-as-top-earners-work-from-home-b1059996.html
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The crisis of democratic  capitalism - Michael 
Roberts 

Interest ing discussion of  book by Martin 
Wolf .   Schumpeter  goes deeper:   

" C a p i t al is m ,  So c ia l i s m a n d De mo cr a cy "  -  w ik i  

__________ 

 

First  baby in  Kentucky i s  anonymously  left  at  one of  i ts  
'baby box'  at  f i re  station -  Dai ly  Mail  

"All 50 states in the US now have 'safe haven' laws, which allow parents to give up their 

children without fear of criminal charges. More than 10 states have since permitted 

the installation of baby boxes." 

__________ 

Poll :  Reeves trai ls  Presley in 2023 governor’s  race,  
welfare scandal a top issue -  Miss issippi  Today 

GOP has  been chanting "Let's  go Brandon" for  a  long 
t ime.   Be careful  what you. . .  : )  

__________ 

https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/the-crisis-of-democratic-capitalism/
https://thenextrecession.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/the-crisis-of-democratic-capitalism/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitalism,_Socialism_and_Democracy
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/first-baby-in-kentucky-is-anonymously-left-at-one-of-its-baby-box-at-fire-station/ar-AA17qLdc?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=3d5a887659304fa3ab1d094f2d572dcc#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/first-baby-in-kentucky-is-anonymously-left-at-one-of-its-baby-box-at-fire-station/ar-AA17qLdc?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=3d5a887659304fa3ab1d094f2d572dcc#comments
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/02/13/tate-reeves-brandon-presley-governor-welfare/
https://mississippitoday.org/2023/02/13/tate-reeves-brandon-presley-governor-welfare/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Youtube+a+little+less+talk&qpvt=Youtube+a+little+less+talk&view=detail&mid=717A3828D7672C2738F3717A3828D7672C2738F3&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DYoutube%2Ba%2Blittle%2Bless%2Btalk%26qpvt%3DYoutube%2Ba%2Blittle%2Bless%2Btalk%26FORM%3DVDRE
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Millions of people are about to get kicked off 
Medicaid - Vox 

"It is an absurdity of the American health system, compared to those of other 

developed countries, that millions of vulnerable people could end up becoming 

uninsured in a matter of months. But even in normal times, because of how our 

health system is set up, people with low incomes shift frequently between different 

insurance coverage, going from Medicaid to ACA insurance subsidized by the federal 

government or not having any insurance at all. 

"It’s called “churn,” and it has long been recognized as a problem. In 2018, about 10 

percent of Medicaid enrollees cycled on and off the program within a year." 

Unjust  absurdit ies  -  after  decades of  legislative  neglect -  
become intent ional .   

_____ 

I f  Medicare  And Social  Security  Are Off  The Tab le,  Medicaid 
Could Be A GOP Target -  HuffPost  

__________ 

Biden and Democratic governors embrace the new (old)  
class poli t ics  -  E .J .  Dionne Jr ./WaPost  

Some Dems are saying the r ight  th ings about returning to 
New Deal  values .  But  the columnist 's  part ing comment 
(see below) shows that  f ighting for  workers  is  no longer in 
the party's  DNA. To Dionne and other  top -20% members of  
the Dem el i te ,  doing more fron tl ine workers  is  seen as a  
pol i t ical  "wager" rather  than a commitment:  

" . . .Whitmer st i l l  bel ieves in  the oldest of  progressive  
dreams,  that  some of  the country ’s  deepest  divides could 
be eased i f  pol it ic ians were more attentive  to people’s  
economic needs.  'There are  a lot  of  s imilar i t ies  between 
poor inner  c i t ies  and small  towns and rural  parts '  of  her  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/millions-of-people-are-about-to-get-kicked-off-medicaid/ar-AA17qmGS?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=8f6af6f55c0c4eb4bf4513f07eb9dfd8
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/millions-of-people-are-about-to-get-kicked-off-medicaid/ar-AA17qmGS?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=8f6af6f55c0c4eb4bf4513f07eb9dfd8
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-enrollment-churn-and-implications-for-continuous-coverage-policies/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-enrollment-churn-and-implications-for-continuous-coverage-policies/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/republican-medicaid-cut-debt-ceilin_n_63e6ac39e4b0063ccb262f36
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/republican-medicaid-cut-debt-ceilin_n_63e6ac39e4b0063ccb262f36
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/12/biden-democrats-governors-blue-collar-workers/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/12/biden-democrats-governors-blue-collar-workers/
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state,  she said .  'A feel ing that  they’re just  a  number  or  
they don’t  matter  or  they’re not  on anyone’s  radar . '  Her  
word of  advice to  those in her  business:  ' L isten. '  

"A lot  is  r id ing on this  wager being r ight ."  

__________ 

NY Mayor Eric  Adams praised for  revealing 
uncomfortable theory about  Democrat ic  Party,  wokeism 

and minorit ies  -  Fox 

__________ 

There Is More Inflation Complexity Ahead - 
Mohamed El-Erian/PS 

More macroeconomics roulette:   Choose between door #1,  
#2 (double wide) ,  or  #3.  Tiger  or  pussycat?  

Don't  care  for  the doors and t igers metaphor?  What about 
this  one for  the Fed and monetary  pol icy?  

 

Sorcerer 's  Apprentice -  Fantasia/YouTube  

__________ 

Economy Remains the Public ’s  Top Pol icy Priori ty;  
COVID-19 Concerns Decline Again  -  PEW 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/ny-mayor-eric-adams-praised-for-revealing-uncomfortable-theory-about-democratic-party-wokeism-and-minorities/ar-AA17k4VP?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=457349ea460043fc9f48bafff0c33642
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/ny-mayor-eric-adams-praised-for-revealing-uncomfortable-theory-about-democratic-party-wokeism-and-minorities/ar-AA17k4VP?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=457349ea460043fc9f48bafff0c33642
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/ny-mayor-eric-adams-praised-for-revealing-uncomfortable-theory-about-democratic-party-wokeism-and-minorities/ar-AA17k4VP?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=IERDSP&cvid=457349ea460043fc9f48bafff0c33642
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/why-the-resurgent-transitory-inflation-narrative-is-dangerous-by-mohamed-a-el-erian-2023-02
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/why-the-resurgent-transitory-inflation-narrative-is-dangerous-by-mohamed-a-el-erian-2023-02
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mickey+mouse+creates+flood+utube&cvid=cd275c8d37f44aec868c9b25c356a594&aqs=edge..69i57j0l3.13993j0j1&pglt=43&PC=HCTS&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dmickey%2bmouse%2bcreates%2bflood%2butube%26cvid%3dcd275c8d37f44aec868c9b25c356a594%26aqs%3dedge..69i57j0l3.13993j0j1%26pglt%3d43%26FORM%3dANNTA1%26PC%3dHCTS&view=detail&mmscn=vwrc&mid=3B958BAD5564980DD4AC3B958BAD5564980DD4AC&FORM=WRVORC
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2023/02/06/economy-remains-the-publics-top-policy-priority-covid-19-concerns-decline-again/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=27696d30ae-WEEKLY_02-11-2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-27696d30ae-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2023/02/06/economy-remains-the-publics-top-policy-priority-covid-19-concerns-decline-again/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=27696d30ae-WEEKLY_02-11-2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-27696d30ae-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
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"Aside from the economy,  no  s ingle  pol icy  area stands out .  
About  s ix - in-ten rate several  issues  as top pr ior i t ies:  
reducing health car e costs  (60%),  defending against  
terror ism (60%),  reducing the influence of  money in 

pol i t ics  (59%),  reducing the budget  defic i t  (57%) ,  reducing 
cr ime (57%) and improving education (57%) ."  

__________ 

 

An anonymous donor reportedly walked into the Turkish 
Embassy in the US and gave $30 mil l ion to aid  vi ct ims of  

the devastating earthquake -  msn  

__________ 

Sunday,  February  12 ,  2023  

__________ 

Why Americans are leaving their churches - 
Religion News Service 

_____ 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/an-anonymous-donor-reportedly-walked-into-the-turkish-embassy-in-the-us-and-gave-30-million-to-aid-victims-of-the-devastating-earthquake/ar-AA17olQt?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=e34d081192a641fd9d4652786e017209
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/an-anonymous-donor-reportedly-walked-into-the-turkish-embassy-in-the-us-and-gave-30-million-to-aid-victims-of-the-devastating-earthquake/ar-AA17olQt?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=e34d081192a641fd9d4652786e017209
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/an-anonymous-donor-reportedly-walked-into-the-turkish-embassy-in-the-us-and-gave-30-million-to-aid-victims-of-the-devastating-earthquake/ar-AA17olQt?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=e34d081192a641fd9d4652786e017209
https://religionnews.com/2022/12/01/why-americans-are-leaving-their-churches/
https://religionnews.com/2022/12/01/why-americans-are-leaving-their-churches/
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Top 5  reasons Black millennials  are leaving the church 
-  Defender 

_____ 

Israel:  A Jewish democracy or  rel igious state? -  
Jerusalem Post  

_____ 

Mob storms Pakistan pol ice station and lynches man 
accused of  blasphemy -  Guardian  

__________ 

 

"Why the conventional tools of the Phillips Curve, NAIRU, potential output, and 

money-supply growth are useless" 

The Quasi-Inflation of 2021-2022: A Case of 
Bad Analysis and Worse Response - James 

Galbraith/INET 

https://defendernetwork.com/news/opinion/top-5-reasons-black-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/
https://defendernetwork.com/news/opinion/top-5-reasons-black-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/other/israel-a-jewish-democracy-or-religious-state-opinion/ar-AA17nWRy
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/other/israel-a-jewish-democracy-or-religious-state-opinion/ar-AA17nWRy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/12/mob-storms-pakistan-police-station-and-lynches-man-accused-of-blasphemy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/12/mob-storms-pakistan-police-station-and-lynches-man-accused-of-blasphemy
https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/the-quasi-inflation-of-2021-2022-a-case-of-bad-analysis-and-worse-response
https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/the-quasi-inflation-of-2021-2022-a-case-of-bad-analysis-and-worse-response
https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/the-quasi-inflation-of-2021-2022-a-case-of-bad-analysis-and-worse-response
https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/the-quasi-inflation-of-2021-2022-a-case-of-bad-analysis-and-worse-response
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" In br ief  summary:  The pr ice  increases of  2021 -2022 were 
cost-dr iven,  accompanied by an asset pr ice  boom incide nt 
to  the disrupt ion of  the service economy.  They were not  
dr iven by macroeconomic excess ,  neither  f iscal  nor  
monetary .  But they did hand the Federal  Reserve a 
pol i t ical  problem, which i t  proceeded to solve ,  in  what 
may prove to be the worst  way."     . . .  

"What d id households  do with the ( st imulus )  money? For  
the vast major ity ,  la id -off  from low-to-moderate-wage 
service jobs,  the best answer ( Peterson Foundation 2021 )  
appears to  be that  they kept  up with their  ordinary ,  f ixed,  
and customary expenses:  rent ,  ut i l i t ies ,  groceries ,  
gasol ine ,  education.  They did  not splurge,  but  for  these 
households,  there was only a  modest increase in  s avings.  
For  households in  the upper t iers  of  the distr ibution,  the  
picture is  different .  They had previously spent  heavily  on 
the services  that employed the large major i ty  of  American 
workers ;  they were less  l ikely  to  become unemployed and 
the assistance w as a less -important share of  their  
incomes.  But they were cut off  from the ordinary  use of  
their  earnings .  So  they saved what  they could not  spend,  
and aggregate savings  rose temporari ly  to  about  one -third 
of  aggregate income. These savings then found thei r  way 
into  asset  markets:  real  estate,  corporate  equit ies ,  
collectibles,  and the l ike,  with purchases abetted by 
extremely low long -term interest rates .  Asset pr ices,  
accordingly,  recovered quickly  and rose sharply  as  the 
pandemic wore on."  

So,  to  what  deg ree did  the asset pr ice  bubbles increase 
money available to bid  up pr ices of  goods and labor in 
response to supply  constraints?   D id low bond yields  
result ing from Fed actions cut off  saving/investment 
options that  might have tempered inflation?  

__________ 

https://www.pgpf.org/blog/2021/05/how-did-americans-spend-their-stimuluschecks-and-how-did-it-affect-the-economy
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GOP Virgin ia  House ki l ls  paid sick day bi l ls  -  VICPP 

"The House paid  s ick  day  bi l ls  were ki l led.  The Senate one 
passed out of  committee but with  an exemption for  
employers  with fewer than 25 employees .  We oppose this  
exemption and wil l  be asking you to hav e conversations  
with  some of  the Senators about why there should be no 
employer  s ize exemptions .  We have talked with the patron 
about  working with us next year  to  f ight for  a  b i l l  to  cover  
al l  workers regardless  of  employer  s ize ( l ike  most paid  
s ick day po l ic ies around the country) . "  

Here's  what we posted before the 2022 legislative  
session.   Sent th is  to  several  VA newspapers but they 
weren't  interested:  

"What about  a  few paid sick days? Are low -wage workers  
simply invisible to  Virginia’s  elected leaders?"   

Also  see:  

" T h e s pr e ad i n g  v i r u s  c al l s  fo r  f a st  a c t i o n  o n p ai d  s i ck  d ay s  fo r  

h e al t h  a nd  pe r s o n a l  c a r e  wo r k er s"  -  Ka r l  Po l z er / C C S E  

 

" A l l  Wo r k er s  S ho u l d  H av e A  F ew  P a i d  S i ck  D ay s .  Th e  Pr e s i d en t  

A n d  C o n gr e s s  C an  M a k e  I t  H a p pen "  -  H e a l t h A ff a i r s  b l o g  

 

" To  s to p co r o n a vi r u s ,  ta k e  qu i ck  a c t i o n o n  p ai d  s i c k  d ay s "  -  

W a s h i n g to n  E x am i ner  o p - e d  

__________  

https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=4138&cid=15377&cs=0f8bf158ce808021b8b8f7b7e4eea856_1675298281_168
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Are%20low-wage%20workers%20invisible%20to%20Virginia%20lawmakers%20%20-%20Dec%2028%202021%20-%20LATEST.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Are%20low-wage%20workers%20invisible%20to%20Virginia%20lawmakers%20%20-%20Dec%2028%202021%20-%20LATEST.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Health%20Affairs%20-%20sick%20days%20March%202020.pdf
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/Health%20Affairs%20-%20sick%20days%20March%202020.pdf
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20181220.167994/full/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/to-stop-coronavirus-take-quick-action-on-paid-sick-days
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/to-stop-coronavirus-take-quick-action-on-paid-sick-days
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TRADE POLICY, EQUITY, AND THE WORKING 
POOR - ED GRESSER/PPI 

"The U.S .  MFN tar if f  system is  a  regressive element of  the 
U.S .  tax system,  with  disproportionate effects  on low -
income famil ies  ( in part icular ,  s ingle -parent famil ies) ,  and 
also  on Afr ican American and Hispanic  famil ies relat ive to 
famil ies of  other  races  and ethnici t ies .  This  emerges from 
four  points :  

"(1) U.S. MFN tariffs raise revenue principally from home necessities such as clothes, 

shoes, and a few other consumer goods. These make up only a small share of imports 

but provide more than half of MFN tariff revenue. 

"(2) This fact makes the MFN tariff system a regressive form of taxation, since low-

income families, single-parent families, and African American and Hispanic families 

spend more of their family budgets on these products than the U.S. average. 

"(3) U.S. MFN tariffs on these and several other categories of consumer goods are 

systematically skewed, taxing cheap goods heavily and luxury goods lightly, making 

the MFN tariff system discriminatory as well as regressive. 

https://www.progressivepolicy.org/publication/trade-policy-equity-and-the-working-poor/
https://www.progressivepolicy.org/publication/trade-policy-equity-and-the-working-poor/
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"(4) Tariffs on consumer goods appear ineffective as protectors of employment or 

production. 

_____ 

The Regressive Nature of  the U.S.  Tari ff  Code:  Origins  
and Implications -  Miguel  Acosta and  Lydia Cox 

" . . .  (US)  consumers  would  save a  l i t t le  over  $4 bi l l ion on 
imported goods (v ia  savings  on tar iff  revenues)  i f  the 
regressive   
pattern were el iminated. . .  (when)  we lower tar iffs  
uniformly by 5  percentage points  
across al l  var iet ies,  the  average welfare  gain  for  an 
individual  earning $20,000 per  year  is  around  double the 
gain for  an indiv idual  earning $100,000 per  year .  When we 
addit ionally  el iminate the  
regressiv ity in tar i ff  rates,  the lower -income individual  
gains about  three t imes as  much. . .  

"We show that regr essiv ity has  been a  longstanding 
feature of  U.S .  tar i ffs ,  and is  a  feature  of  the  tar iff  
schedule of  the E.U."  

_____ 

What women’s underwear tells  us about  our trade 
system - Catherine Rampell/WaPost  

 

"So why aren’t  feminists  and anti -poverty advocates  up in 
arms? Perhaps because there ’s  such l imited understanding 
of how the U.S.  trade system works .  L ike so  many features 
of  government,  i t  is  cloaked in complexity .  Plus ,  those who 
usual ly f ight for  more equitable trea tment might be loath 
to  take on the pol i t ical  al l ies  who push protectionism.  

https://coxlydia.com/papers/AcostaCoxRegressive.pdf
https://coxlydia.com/papers/AcostaCoxRegressive.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/09/women-underwear-tariffs-equality-valentines-day/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/02/09/women-underwear-tariffs-equality-valentines-day/
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"Maybe someday we’l l  build  a trade system that ’s  
fr iendl ier  to  women and the poor .  Now  that  would be 
romantic ."  

 

Theme from Shaft (1971) 

__________ 

News Blog:  Jan.  10 -  Feb.  9,  2023 -  Cl ick here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=shaft+kutube&docid=607988656143087054&mid=CCB5001E0A7DF65B1F66CCB5001E0A7DF65B1F66&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.inequalityink.org/resources/news%20log%20-%20Jan%2010%20-%20Feb%209%20%202023%20-%20Center%20on%20Capital%20and%20Social%20Equity.pdf

