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Sen. Hawley is right on doing more for workers – but the GOP 

(and Dems) need to deliver concrete economic benefits 

Though the GOP is far from taking its last breath, I applaud Sen. Josh Hawley's 

appeal to the party to fight more for the working class - and less for the country's 

wealthy and more powerful interests.  (See Post Nov. 18 op-ed: “The GOP is dead. 

A new GOP must listen to working people.”)  Many Republicans understand this 

and the party has been making inroads among middle-to-lower-income voters, 

with whom Democrats still hold an advantage.   

At some point, however, to maintain credibility in such an effort, Republican 

leaders will confront the reality of delivering concrete economic benefits to low-

income people.  The party will have to move beyond pushing cultural hot buttons 

(guns, abortion, etc.) and support wages that can cover the cost of living.  That 

means working with Democrats to raise the minimum wage, which has been stuck 

at $7.25 for more than a decade ($2.13 for tipped workers).  It also means taking 

a hard look at regressive tax breaks for health and retirement employee benefits, 

and child tax credits, that now transfer billions of dollars from the middle and 

bottom of the workforce to the top.  Are core economic issues -- and immigration 

reform for that matter -- Rubicons that the GOP is willing to cross? 

In recent years, neither party has done much to help frontline workers.  Instead of 

fighting for the entire bottom 50%, Democrats have focused on selected racial 

and gender groups while often prioritizing policies of most benefit to 

professionals, managers, and other higher-educated and higher-income 

groups.  Democrats could decide to respond to Republican inroads among 

working class voters by returning to their more egalitarian New Deal roots.  If so, 

how might the GOP respond?  More competition for their votes could do a lot 

improve working people's lives. 
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